181 records identified by
searches of Wanfang

308 records identified by
searches of CNKI

A

A 4

94 duplicates removed

395 records after removal of
duplicates

A

4

| 334

records excluded
after review of the title

61 records selected by title

6 records selected by
hand search

J
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67 abstracts reviewed

A

4

43 abstracts excluded
21 protocol of a study
6 prediction of diagnosis
4 prediction of curative effect
2 non-chronic disease
4 non-orginal study

6 have only one predictive variable

24 full-text articles assessed for eligibility

A

4

7 full-text articles excluded
3 non-orginal study
2 protocol of a study
2 prediction of curative effect

17 studies included in qualitative synthesis




