
P
os
te
d
on

10
F
eb

20
25

—
T
h
e
co
p
y
ri
gh

t
h
ol
d
er

is
th
e
au

th
or
/f
u
n
d
er
.
A
ll
ri
gh

ts
re
se
rv
ed
.
N
o
re
u
se

w
it
h
ou

t
p
er
m
is
si
on

.
—

h
tt
p
s:
//
d
oi
.o
rg
/1
0.
22
54
1/
au

.1
73
91
87
28
.8
88
81
23
5/
v
1
—

T
h
is

is
a
p
re
p
ri
n
t
an

d
h
a
s
n
o
t
b
ee
n
p
ee
r-
re
v
ie
w
ed
.
D
a
ta

m
ay

b
e
p
re
li
m
in
a
ry
.

Women and Children at Risk: The Consequences of the Taliban’s

Ban on Women Aid Workers and health service delivery in

Afghanistan

Victor Abiola Adepoju1, Qorinah Estiningtyas Sakilah Adnani2, and Safayet Jamil3

1Johns Hopkins University Division of Infectious Diseases
2Universitas Padjadjaran Facultas Kedokteran
3Daffodil International University

February 10, 2025

Abstract

The Taliban’s ban on women aid workers in Afghanistan has severely impacted healthcare service delivery, particularly for

women and children. The closure of women-led local NGOs and international NGOs with a significant female workforce has

created a gap in essential services like maternal and child health. The ban has also led to a reduction in female healthcare

workers, further limiting access to care. The situation underscores the importance of women-led NGOs and the need for a power

shift and re-imagination of the role of INGOs in Afghanistan to ensure the sustained delivery of essential services in crises.
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