
P
os
te
d
on

A
u
th
or
ea

11
F
eb

20
22

—
T
h
e
co
p
y
ri
gh

t
h
ol
d
er

is
th
e
au

th
or
/f
u
n
d
er
.
A
ll
ri
gh

ts
re
se
rv
ed
.
N
o
re
u
se

w
it
h
ou

t
p
er
m
is
si
on

.
—

h
tt
p
s:
//
d
oi
.o
rg
/1
0.
22
54
1/
au

.1
64
45
82
73
.3
15
17
99
5/
v
1
—

T
h
is

a
p
re
p
ri
n
t
an

d
h
a
s
n
o
t
b
ee
n
p
ee
r
re
v
ie
w
ed
.
D
a
ta

m
ay

b
e
p
re
li
m
in
a
ry
.

Reports about a highly virulent variant of HIV-1 circulating in the

Netherlands is nothing but highly unethical fear-mongering
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Abstract

Chris Wymant and an entire armada of scientists published a small paper titled ”A highly virulent variant of HIV-1 circulating

in the Netherlands.” The general media have picked up on this and are giving the impression that HIV is now a more dangerous

infection. This is not the fault of the Wymant and colleagues, but it is highly problematic. This more than 30 years old knowl-

edge, which is now published with big headlines outside the medical press as lurid news, is likely to provoke misunderstandings

in the general population. A renewed ostracism and stigmatization of the usual risk groups is now a real prospect. The findings

presented in the aforementioned paper should have been addressed exclusively to health professionals and should have better

never ended up in the hands of commercial media.
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